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RENOVATION AND MAINTENANCE WORK 

 

During the academic recess caused by the COVID-19 pandemics our Seminary has been working 

tirelessly to prepare its different buildings for the coming school year. Several teams were hired: 

plumbing, toilet and counter cleaning, air conditioning, electricity and carpentry. 29 contracts were 

signed to carry out several projects in buildings and areas: the total restoration of the electric system 

in the kitchen-dining room, the installation of 7 new ceiling fans and lamps. The painting of 

facilities such as the administration, the canteen, single students dormitories, the dormitories 



of  invited students and professors,  as well as the dormitories of the manager and the  Episcopal 

professor, married students’ dormitories, the President’s house and office, the Episcopal professor’s 

house, the Conference hall “Nize Fernandez”, the library “ Margaret McDougall Memorial” and the 

Chapel “Resurrection”.  

 

The functioning of the plumbing systems in the bathrooms, 

laundry and pantry were checked. Some parts had to be repaired 

and replaced, leaking and blockings were eliminated and the iron 

fittings were fixed.  All the washbasins and showers were tested. 

 

 

The central water supply system was checked, new services installed and 

hydraulic tubes buried. New water tanks were installed on the roofs as 

well as purified water tanks in the systems of water purification. Also, 

new water supply lines were installed and old ones were repaired in the 

bathrooms, cisterns, and a sanitation system was installed in SET library. 

The completely blocked tanks and lines   were cleared. A general cleaning of bathrooms and 

counters was done.  

 

Three water heaters were bought and installed, as well as a new water 

resistant fuse box.  

 

 

 

 

 

Diggings of 109 meters were done for burying the electricity lines of 

exterior lightings, lines of 110V and 220 V; deteriorated circuits were 

also replaced. 14 meters of electric lines were mounted in the student’s 

dormitories for the installment of the water heater. Other fuse boxes were 

installed in the dormitory hall. 66.45 meters of 110v and 220 v lines of 

exterior lighting were checked and dismounted and 30 new fuse boxes were installed. The chapel 

electric system was also remodeled, repaired and given maintenance service.  

 

SET audio system was renovated. The air conditioning system was repaired and given maintenance. 

Students’ and professors’ furniture was repaired and given maintenance as well as the classroom 

chairs and furniture. 

 



Although SET building and facility renovation and maintenance work still continues due to the 

complexity and extent of the tasks, we are very grateful for the effort of the teams and of SET 

workers who carried out this process in our beloved Seminary. 

 

SCHOOL YEAR 2019-2020 RESTARTS 

 

On September 1rst the school year 2019-2020 was restarted. It was a happy reunion of students, 

professors and workers after six months of no academic activity due to COVID 19. In September the 

professors taught the 2019-2020 pending subjects. A number of hygienic-sanitary guidelines were 

explained in keeping with the measures adopted in the country for this stage. We trust in the 

community collaboration and discipline in this hour when we are responsible for the health of all of 

us.  

 

DEVELOPMENT OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS  

 

The following academic programs started in September 

a) Licensure in Theology 

In September this program restarted the 2019-2020 pending subjects. In second year the subjects 

were “History of the Church 1” by Professor Francisco Rodés Gonzalez, “Old Testament 2 “, and 

“Liturgy 1” by Professor Francisco Marrero Gutierrez. In third year Professors Daniel Montoya 

Rosales and Carlos Emilio Ham Stanard taught the course “Mission and Diaconia”; Professor Rodés 

Gonzalez taught “History of the Church 3”. Fourth year students had the subject “Methods of 

Exegesis” taught by Professor Marrero Gutierrez. This puts an end to the subjects pending from the 

school year 2019-2020 

 

b) Beginning of the second level of the Hospital Chaplaincy course 

On September 14th the Council of Churches of Cuba (CIC in Spanish) with SET sponsorship started 

the second level of Hospital Chaplaincy. The ten students enrolled had different topics in the form of 

lectures and workshops emphasizing the accompaniment to hospitalized sick people or sick people 

at home belonging to different churches of Matanzas city. This course,   taught and coordinated by 

Professor Adianés Ponce Villalonga, is offered every Monday of this semester.  

The advanced course of hospital Chaplaincy started in September 2017 and continues with the same 

number of students. Also, the students are actively working as chaplains by visiting and 

accompanying sick people in the city houses and hospitals, especially in the period of COVID-19 

pandemics. 

 

c) New session of the Biblical-Theological Training program in Caibarién. 

This program took place on September 19
th

 in the Presbyterian-Reformed 

Church of Caibarién. The coordinator of this program in Caibarién, Presbyter 

Edelberto Valdés Fleites – taught the course “Methods of Biblical Study and 

Group work”. 23 students are enrolled. 

 



 

 

BEGINNING OF THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR   AND THE CELEBRATIONS FOR SET 

74TH ANNIVERSARY  

 

In the evening of September 29
th

 the thanksgiving worship opening the 

2020-2021 school year was held at the Chapel “Resurrection”. It had the 

participation of professors and students of our institution. The program 

organized by Chaplain Francisco Marrero Gutierrez allowed the 

participants to worship God and express their joy for the reunion and for 

the present of beginning a new course in spite of the pandemics that threatens us.  

 

The songs enriched by the students  participation and  the giving of thanks 

manifested the feelings of the people present  in their invitation to live a life 

of hope in the midst of  an exceptional context and in their confidence in a 

new school year that will be rich in new experiences. That evening was also 

the beginning of the celebrations for SET 74
th

 anniversary. 

 

SET president, Carlos Emilio Ham Stanard, based his message on Paul’s letter to 

Philippians 4, 4-7 and he invited the audience to focus on three essential 

exhortations: to express joy, not to get distressed and to be thankful specially at the 

beginning of this course “in the midst of the difficult conditions imposed by COVID 

19, and worsened by the increasing US blockade and by our own mistakes”. He 

expressed   his recognition when he said: We are here to give thanks to the God of 

life because after 74 years of SET foundation we have tried nonstop and not without mistakes to do 

as our recently stated Mission says “To give everybody participating in our academic programs a 

sound academic training, a deep spiritual preparation and vocation of service in the midst of a 

diverse ecumenical community experience.” 

 

In the morning   of October 1rst,   during the worship   at the chapel 

“Resurrection”, different voices of the past and the present that are part of the 

living history joyfully celebrated on that day shared the testimony of their 

experiences: Emeritus Professor Ofelia Ortega Suarez, ex- president of this 

Seminary from 1996-2004, Emeritus Professor Adolfo Ham Reyes, Student 

Sahily Nuñez Rodriguez, and student Jose Julian Fontela Perez. We also 

remembered those who parted with the Lord: sisters Julia Blanco Enríquez, our beloved Mamita and 

Isa (Isabel Ruiz Cárdenas) as well as brother Ricardo Torres Farfán, who was the Seminary manager 

for more than 20 years. We give thanks to the Lord for every student, for every professor and worker 

that has been part of this Seminary and for all the churches and sister organizations that have 

accompanied us all these years. 

 



During the community lunch we also remembered the anniversaries of 

events that had taken place that day and all the participants joyfully 

shared the food.  

 

That day was also the 78
th

 birthday of Professor Francisco Rodés González, our 

beloved Paquito, whose work in our institution was acknowledged by the 

chaplains’ prayer of thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

SET PRESIDENT PARTICIPATES IN   MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 

 

Since March, our president participated in several meetings and conferences with other institutions 

by video on line via Skype and Zoom. They are listed below: 

 

April 15
th

 Interview with Miguel de la Torres about “Ethics in an era of plagues, pests and 

pandemics” (a critique of neo liberalism from the socialist Cuban perspective) 

 

April 16. First preparatory meeting of the coordinating group of Forum LAC-USA, of theological 

education and practice. This forum will take place in Mexico DF October 21-28 and it is sponsored 

by the Global Ministries of the Disciples of Christ in USA. 

 

May 23. SET relations with Humbolt University were re-established Via Skype to participate in a 

project of the Berlin Research Center on Religion and in/Equality (Berlín Research Hub on Religion 

and in/Equality) 

 

May 24. As a result of the situation created by COVID-19 leading to the substitution of face to face 

work by distance collaboration work, the What’s Up group for continuing the organization and 

planning of SET in the second stage was created and it began its work. The advisors, Marta 

Alejandro Delgado and José Ramón Vidal Valdez continued the methodological orientation of the 

process and made the analysis and synthesis of the information as well as of the proposals coming 

from collective work. Two sub-groups were also created to elaborate the main elements of the 

planning process. 

 

May 28. The President had a video-conference with the secretary of the Christian World Forum, 

Casely Essamuah; it can be found in https://youtu.be/T3zeluHfL2M.  

 

The president participated in several   video-conferences of the working group 1. Of the Global 

Ecumenical Theological Institute (GETI) belonging to the World Council of Churches. This meeting 

assigned three tasks:  (1) On May 6
th

 .The presentation of the methodological framework. It took 

into account different epistemological points of view; (2)  On May 14
th

 Presentation of  new basic 

curriculum in line with the Certificate of Advanced  Studies of Global Ecumenical Theology ; this is 

https://youtu.be/T3zeluHfL2M


a joint  program  of the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey and the University of Geneva, 

Switzerland;   (3)  on June 3
rd. 

The recommendation of a structure of opportunities for evaluation in 

correspondence with this program of study and in fulfillment of the three objectives afore 

mentioned.  

 

June 3
rd

. the president was interviewed by the editor of the Christian-ecumenical magazine Christian 

Century, Kyong-Jin Lee. This magazine with headquarters in Chicago is regarded as one of the most 

important ones of US Protestantism. It explores through argumentation and reflection what it means 

to believe and live in Christian faith in our days.  

 

June 12
th

. Carlos Emilio Ham S. was interviewed for the documentary on Cuban Presbyterianism. 

SET offered its facilities for this documentary in celebration of the 130
th

 anniversary of 

Presbyterianism in Cuba. Its motto was “A people united to follow Jesus in His own feelings” 

(1890-June 26 -2020). On this occasion other SET Presbyterian professors were also interviewed: 

Ofelia Ortega Suárez, Adolfo Ham Reyes, Reinerio Arce Valentín, Miguel Pérez Coca, Dora Arce 

Valentín and Francisco Marrero Gutiérrez. 

 

July 10
th

. Carlos Emilio Ham participated in the tele-conference on “Caribbean and Latin American 

communities of faith in response to the Objectives of Sustainable Development (OSD) of the United 

Nations Organization (UNO) and the implementation of the decade of action (a parallel event 

of   the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 2020). 

 

September 14
. 
Collaboration via zoom with the virtual sending and liturgy of thanksgiving for the 10 

years of faithful service of Rev. Jo Ella Holman as liaison of the US Presbyterian Church in the 

Caribbean. 

 

September 16
th

 to 18
th

. The president participates in the 8
th

 Conference of “The International Society 

for the Research and Study of Diaconia and Christian Social Practice (ReDi))” that took place via 

Zoom in Oslo, Norway with the motto “Diaconia as transformation? Leadership Service in times of 

Crisis, complexity and transformation” On the 17
th

 the president had an intervention as a member of 

the International Advisory Committee. He presented the topic “Towards a spirituality of 

transformative diaconia from the Latin American perspective “. He was also the moderator and he 

closed a session on the Spirituality of transformative Diaconia. The ReDi meetings in preparation of 

the 8
th

 conference started in March. They continued in April, May and there were two meetings in 

July- where he was interviewed- and another meeting took place in September before the 

conference.  

 

September 21rst. The president participated in the digital conference on “International perspectives 

for the research in Diaconia” organized by the Institute for the Study of Diaconia in Heidelberg 

University and the Institute for  the Study of Diaconal Management at the Protestant University 

Wuppertal/Betel, in cooperation with VEM - Vereinigte Evangelische Mission, Germany with the 



objective of publishing a textbook . He presented the topic: “Towards a Latin American diaconal 

identity in relation with the other”. 

 

September 25
th

. The president together with SET economic manager, Waldemar Murguido Sanchez-

Quiroz held an interview with Hellen Ríos Carrillo, the regional representative of the Caribbean and 

Gender Justice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to talk about topics of 

interest for both institutions. 

 

September 25
th

 and 26
th

. The network of Presbyterian Partnership of USA-Cuba held a very 

important meeting Zoom with more than 120 participants. Its purpose was to know the situation in 

both countries caused by COVID-19 Pandemics. In the first session there were conferences, panels 

and special interventions by Network representatives of both countries. On the 26
th

 took place 

the   second session in which the 130
th

 anniversary of Presbyterianism in Cuba and the 20
th

 

anniversary of the beginning of the partnership network between the two countries were celebrated 

with great excitement. Later the video filmed for the occasion was shown and Sisters Muriel Miller, 

Barbara D'Andrea and our beloved brother Rev. Dean Lewis spoke with great love and dedication 

and remembered the beginning of this partnership. This moment was closed by the sermon given by 

Dora Arce Valentín, Synod moderator and SET professor. In the third session there were topics of 

interest about the situation in USA and the coming elections in that country, as well as other specific 

aspects of the partnership. Messages were sent by missionaries;   Rev. David Cortés and Josey Sáez, 

Rev. Jo Ella Holman, regional liaison of (PCUSA) for the Caribbean, and Rev. Valdir França, 

coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean (PCUSA). This historical encounter ended with an 

exchange of experiences between the Presbyteries of Havana, Matanzas and the Center; SET and the 

Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Cuba followed by the closing remarks and a song. 

 

VISITS AND MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES IN THE FACILITIES OF LIVING WATERS 

FOR THE WORLD FROM JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

The months of COVID have posed a challenge for our Seminary and its social projects-. The 

limitations imposed by the pandemics have not   impeded the sustained attention and the supply of 

parts that are indispensable for the functioning of the 62 systems working in Cuba.  Thus, we have 

guaranteed continuous service of pure water in the midst of the pandemics and improved the 

parameters of the system operations.  

 

Our brothers and sisters have been adapted to   the conditions imposed by the social and sanitary 

reality so as not to quit in the effort of offering a well-deserved and continuous service to the 

communities, and a better fulfillment of the hygienic-sanitary measures necessary to prevent the 

infection to COVID 19. 

 

We have received several messages of encouragement from churches and centers. We give thanks to 

God for this opportunity of serving, and for the prayers and efforts of many people in the sister 

churches that have accompanied us. 



 

In general, the activities carried out by the facilities visited are listed below:                

 

-Comprehensive maintenance work consisting of replacement and /or reparation of the system parts 

(pipes, connectors, manometers, filters, ozone keys, main valves, hoses for the ozone generator, 

transparent measurement tubes) to recover the capacity of the purification systems.  

-Change of the equipment (ozone generator, turbines) necessary for maintaining the efficient 

functioning of the system 

-Comprehensive cleaning and disinfection of the system with the use of chlorine. This included dirty 

and clean water tanks, the ozone generator and other components of the system. 

 

Places where these operations were carried out:  

1. Camp “Molino Verde” of the Fraternity of Baptist Churches (FIBAC in Spanish). The 

policlinic of this community takes the water from this system. 

2. Presbyterian –Reformed Church of Guanabacoa. 

3. Visit to the Soldiers of the Cross Seminary in Baracoa, Havana. This visit of sustainability 

had a special significance because it allowed a number of foreign students with their families 

who were in a period isolation as a preventive measure against COVID 19, to continue using 

purified water. Also this water was being used by the community surrounding the Seminary. 

4. Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Los Palos, Mayabeque. 

5. Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Matanzas. SET system underwent a comprehensive 

repair work and the replacement of most of its parts.  

6. Presbyterian-Reformed church of San Jose de los Ramos, Matanzas. It was verified that the 

system had not been functioning for two months due to COVID-19 so the maintenance 

service allowed it to be operational so as to render service to the community again. 

7. Adventist Church in Cardenas, Matanzas. 

8. The seniors’ Home of the Soldiers of the Cross in Colon, Matanzas. The sustainability of this 

system is of paramount significance because it offers purified water to a great number of 

elderly people living in the home and to others who stay there during the day time.     

9. Adventist church of La Víbora, Habana.   

10. The Adventist church of Placetas and the Adventist churches in Pinar del Rio “la Alameda” 

and “Kilometer 2 1/2” Viñales received the parts necessary for continuing their services 

thanks to the transportation of the Public Health ministry used to move patients across 

provinces.               

               

CHURCHES GET TOGETHER AT SET 

 

The Direction of the Fraternity of Baptist Churches of Cuba (FIBAC) integrated by its president 

Rev. Zaida Hernandez Gutierrez, the vice-president Rev Coralia Teresa Blanco Elissalde and others 

visited SET on July 14
th

 to hold their ordinary meeting. 

 



The General Council of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba met at SET on July 24
th

 to reach 

important agreements in their work agenda. 

 

On August 4
th

 FIBAC Direction board met again with SET Project Commission to discuss the 

Fraternity work plans for the year 2021.  

 

REGIONAL SUMMER CONFERENCE OF THE BAPTISTS FOR PEACE 

 

On July 30 was held the virtual Summer Regional Conference of the Baptists for Peace. The theme 

was: “Beyond the barriers,   the people are on the move”. SET vice-president, Clara Luz Ajo Lazaro, 

greeted the audience and its economic manager, Waldemar Murguido Sanches-Quiros acted as 

FIBAC representative. The purpose of the conversation was to meet Cuban peace makers   together 

with other people invited from the regions of México, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, USA and Canada to 

share some essential topics for the construction of peace and justice in the midst of the pandemics. 

For two hours the representatives participated in several conferences   and later engaged in dialogues 

where they talked about the spiritual, physical, environmental, social and political barriers existing 

in the different regional contexts. The Summer Conference is one of the most important ones of the 

organization because it helps sustain the faith and hope of the Baptists for Peace. In these days of 

uncertainty and needs all over the region, technology was the vehicle for communion, learning and 

the construction of solidarity. 

 

SET REPRESENATION AT CETELA MEETING 

 

On August 17, a conference was held via Skype   with the representatives of the community of Latin 

American and Caribbean Ecumenical Theological Education. During the meeting the seminaries 

representing the region had a conversation. Carlos Emilio Ham Stanard and Reinerio Arce Valentín 

participated on SET –Cuba behalf. CETELA is a community of theological education founded in 

1988. It groups 22 institutions from several countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. Its 

objective is to articulate and promote debate and the advancement of training from an ecumenical 

and missionary perspective, while maintaining a high quality, contextualized theological 

education.                                                                                                                                                 

 

SET ATTENDS THE DIRECCION BOARD OF THE GRADUATE THEOLOGICAL 

FOUNDATION 

Since September 1rst, our president, Carlos Emilio Ham Stanard started serving as a member of the 

Direction Board of the Graduate Theological Foundation (GTF). Since January 2018 GTF is 

working in collaboration with SET in a doctoral Program in Philosophy (PhD) in the area of 

Theology, especially to increase the formation of our Seminary faculty. These days a joint effort is 

being done to elaborate a curriculum for a new doctoral program in Ministries (D.Min) with the 

purpose of training people   working in different ministries in the Cuban churches and in the region. 

On Monday September 28
th

 was held the first official meeting of the GTF Board by internet. Several 

reports were shared ;  fundings, the new location of the Foundation in the city of Oklahoma , the 



management  of the new president,  Rev. Dr. Paul Kirbas; the election of Father Vassilios Bebis, a 

Greek  Orthodox priest  as a new faculty member, among other issues. After the approval of the 

2021, SET president had the opportunity of reporting about the preliminary work SET is 

undertaking to begin the new doctoral Program in Ministries together with GTF.  

 

Having being founded in 1962, GTF is an ecumenical institution of higher education that has strong 

links of affiliation with the Department of Continuous Education of the Oxford University and the 

Pro Unione Center in Rome. This Foundation is an institution in network that identifies and gives 

support to programs and accesses all over the USA and abroad, where the students can fulfill the 

requirements of their post graduate programs. 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF SET BOOKSHOP 

 

On September 3
rd

 we remembered the opening of SET bookshop a year ago. The person responsible, 

Isabel Aballi Piedra reports that during this period 217 bibles were sold and 315 diverse literary 

books, in spite of having been closed since March. 

 

ALIET ORGANIZES PERIODS OF ACADEMIC DICUSSION 

 

The Latin American Association of Institutions of Theological Education (ALIET in Spanish) 

wanted to join efforts in the midst of the pandemics of COVID-19 to contribute to theological 

education   by means of a number of sessions guided by theological institutions in the 

region:  México, Colombia, Honduras, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Cuba. For this reason Leonel 

Rubiano Villa, ALIET Executive Secretary, invited our president, Carlos Emilio Ham and the vice-

president Clara Luz Ajo to have virtual participation in the periods of Academic Discussion taking 

place on September 24
th

. The objective was to share educational, pedagogical and curricular 

experiences. On this occasion the responsibility was shared by the following 

professors:   Theological Seminary of Honduras President,   Miriam Bermúdez and its Dean Daniel 

Barahona; and Professor Leonel Rubiano Villa, vice-president of the Baptist University of Cali 

(Unibautista), who presented a detailed report of their institutions, enriching the event with the 

contributions coming from their practice. The coming event will take place on November 5
th

 of the 

current year. The countries represented will be Ecuador, Costa Rica and Cuba (the Baptist Seminary 

of Ecuador, The Latin American Biblical University and the Evangelical Seminary of Theology of 

Matanzas, Cuba.) 

 

OBITUARY 

 

With great pain we had the news that Isabel Ruiz Cardenas (November 5
th

 1922-

September 27 2020) was called to the presence of the Lord. Our beloved dear Isa 

worked with us for more than 40 years, first with the Strong family that joined the 

Seminary in the school year 1957-58 and later as the Seminary chief cook. At the 

moment of her death she was about to be 98 years of age.  

Those who knew her remember her faith and loyalty. We express our deep 



sympathies   to her family and the consolation and certainty in the promises of Jesus Christ: “I am 

the resurrection. Whoever believes in me though he die shall live” John 11:25 

 

HISTORY  

 

Chair Elizabeth Lee  

 Biblical Theological training has been an object of SET great interest since its foundation. In 1950 

the round of conferences “Elizabeth Lee” was created as a series of actions aimed at increasing 

professors’ and students’ upgrading by Dr. Alfonso Rodriguez Hidalgo, then president of our 

institution. This chair was our first systematic scientific activity whose main objective was to go 

deeper from the evangelical perspective, in the study of a number of disciplines such as the 

theological, biblical, pastoral, ethical al and other disciplines.  

 

Different significant evangelical personalities in world Protestantism shared their knowledge at SET 

as well as representatives of local churches. Among the lecturers we can mention the Argentinian 

Bishop Sante –Uberto BArbieri,  Bishop Julio M. Sabanes from Uruguay, Rev. Cecilio Arrastia , the 

vice moderator of the Cuban Presbytery . He was the first Cuban lecturer to talk for five consecutive 

evenings to develop the topic of Evangelism and Theology. Another invited lecturer was Dr. 

Federico Huegel, from Mexico who talked about “the centrality of the Cross in Christ”. For five 

days the following topics were dealt with: The Cross in the Old Testament, The Cross in Jesus’ 

mind, the cross in St. Paul’s Theology, The Cross in the Christian experience, and the Cross-victory. 

Ms. Lee  who in the 40’s had acted as Administrative Secretary of the Women Division in the 

Methodist Church Board of World Missions,  visited SET  in 1953 to get acquainted with the 

institution  and she expressed her satisfaction with the work carried out by the Chair which 

continued active until 1963. The speaker at that time was Dr. Adolfo Ham Reyes.  



Contributions to Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Matanzas should be made to 

the Ofelia Ortega Endowment Fund, Fund ID: 89726, Account: 1020094701.  

This information should be written on the memo line of the check. Contributions may be made either by 

individuals or congregations or presbyteries.  

The check should then be mailed to:  

Presbyterian Foundtion, 200 East 12th Street, Jeffersonville, IN 47130. 
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